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OUTWOOD EXTENSION PROJECT OPENING
“In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks.” — John Muir

The importance of access to nature and greenspaces and the benefits for mental wellbeing 
have been understood for many years.  The resurfacing of the path on Outwood Common 
marks an important step towards improving access to nature for all visitors, whatever 
the season. The project has transformed a section of the common that was previously 
difficult to navigate for much of the year due to its heavy, clay-rich soils and persistent 
muddiness.  Where once the route was often impassable during wet months, it now forms 
part of an all-weather loop that invites walkers, families and nature enthusiasts to explore 
the landscape year-round.
Outwood Common, with its mix of grassland, woodland edges, and rich biodiversity, has 
long been a valued local green space.  However, the combination of frequent rainfall and 
poor drainage had rendered parts of the path almost unusable during autumn and winter. 
The new resurfacing work has addressed these issues sensitively, using materials that 
complement the natural setting while providing a stable and durable walking surface.  The 
result is a route that balances environmental care with practical access needs, allowing 
more people to enjoy the beauty and tranquillity of the common without causing damage 
to the surrounding habitat.
Funding for the project was made possible through the generous support of Your Fund 
Surrey whose contribution helped turn community aspirations into reality. The works 
themselves were undertaken by Mike Butcher and his team, whose experience and 
craftsmanship ensured that the path was both functional and sympathetic to its rural 
context.  A big thank you to all of the private doners for their contributions, to the fantastic 
National Trust volunteers and to Paul Howard, for without all of whom this project wouldn’t 
have been possible.
This new loop is more than just an improved walking route—it represents a commitment 
to inclusive access to green spaces.  At a time when the benefits of nature for physical 
and mental wellbeing are increasingly recognised, projects like this play a crucial role in 
fostering healthier, more connected communities. Being able to walk through the woods, 
listen to birdsong, and enjoy the changing seasons should not depend on the weather or 
one’s mobility.
The resurfaced path at Outwood Common ensures that people of all ages and abilities 
can experience the restorative power of the natural world throughout the year.  It stands 
as a reminder that even modest infrastructure improvements can have a lasting and 
meaningful impact—helping more people to “walk with nature,” and to receive far more 
than they seek.

Ollie Seal
National Trust Area RangerThe path was opened on Wednesday 29th October 2025 by 

Tim Hall (Chair of Surrey County Council) and Dr Gillian Orrow.
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Priya Williams  
BA (Hons) Dip PFS 

Financial Planner 
Director of St. Julien Financial 

Planning 
Mobile: 07903 302515 
Phone: 01959 528 788 

Email: priya.williams@sjpp.co.uk 

Named as a trusted financial adviser in the Times and Telegraph (March 
24), Priya has over 16 years of experience in the finance industry, having 
previously transitioned from an accountancy background. Financial 
Wellbeing is at the core of the service she provides, and she owns an 
accredited financial wellbeing practice. Priya is also a mental health first 
aider. She provides holistic advice to her clients and helps them build their 
financial futures through goals-based financial planning in the form of 
investment, retirement and estate planning.  

Director of St. Julien Financial Planning
 92 High Street

Bletchingley, Surrey RH1 4PA
 Phone:  01883 416001
Mobile: 07903 302515

Email: priya.williams@sjpp.co.uk
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PAUL RICHARDS 
UPHOLSTERY

All aspects of Upholstery 
and Re-Upholstery undertaken

Fabrics and Foams Available
Quality you CAN Afford

Traditional Workmanship by a Skilled Craftsman

All Upholstery Carried Out In Our Own Workshops

20 Years Experience
From Chairs to Chaise, Seats to Settees

Portfolio Available
Free Estimates and Advice

Trindles Farm, Plough Road, Smallfield, RH6 9JN

Phone/Fax: 01342 619277  
Mobile: 07949 510877

Paul.Richards.upholstery@gmail.com

CHRIS ANDREWS CHRIS ANDREWS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCEGARDEN MAINTENANCE

CITY & GUILDS HORTICULTURE

GRASS CUTTING, 
HEDGE CUTTING,

TREE & SHRUB PRUNING,
BEDS & BORDERS WEEDED 
& MAINTAINED, PLANTING,

GENERAL HANDYMAN SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS 

REFERENCES AND PHOTOS AVAILABLE

CALL CHRIS 
TEL. 01342 841583   

MOB. 07810 748852
4 WHITEWOOD COTTAGES, WHITEWOOD LANE, 

HORNE, RH9 8JR

We are open from Monday to Saturday  
by appointment. 

Monday to Friday | 9am - 7pm
Saturday | 9am - 1pm (Redhill)

Gayton Veterinary Group
www.gayton.co.uk

Gayton House,  
40 Hatchlands Road,
Redhill, Surrey RH1 6AT

01737 761475

7 South Parade,  
Horley Row,
Horley, Surrey RH6 8BH

01293 771560
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It’s been a remarkable year for my family with the birth of my son, but the journey was not 
straightforward; becoming a mother left me in a medical coma and almost killed me.  I'm so grateful 
to the brilliant doctors and nurses who saved my life. My husband and I sat down on the This 
Morning sofa a few weeks ago to tell our story – I have shared the clip on my Facebook page. 

Back to the constituency, our farmers make sure we have brilliant British food, but it’s often bloody 
hard work – so it was great to sit down with local farmers and the NFU recently.  Farms are not 
just beautiful fields or places for the Government to put solar farms; they provide food security, and 
many have been in the same hands for generations. The Government’s intent in destroying our 
rural way of life through their Family Farm Tax is wrong and based on an ignorance of how farm 
finances actually work.  The Conservatives will back our farmers and scrap this pernicious tax if we 
win the next election. 

At the meeting we also discussed the soaring numbers of unauthorised traveller sites in Tandridge. 
These sites are being set up on Green Belt land without planning permission, and like locals I'm 
becoming increasingly frustrated.  I met with Surrey Police and Tandridge Council and am working 
with colleagues in Westminster to press for national change.  I organised a letter to the Home 
Secretary calling for a task force to support local councils in tackling illegal encampments.  I will 
always act to protect our countryside and ensure fairness for all residents. 

We also received confirmation that Surrey County Council and all district and borough councils in 
Surrey will be abolished and replaced with two unitary authorities – East Surrey Council and West 
Surrey Council.  Next year's May council elections will take place.  My main concern has been 
the shadow of other councils’ debt.  When I wrote to the Government in May, I made clear East 
Surrey residents should not pick up the bill for towns they don’t live in, left by councillors they did 
not elect.  Whilst some debt will be written off, billions remain, and I will continue to press Ministers 
to make sure any debt burden incurred elsewhere in the county is not placed on the residents of 
East Surrey.

As I wrap up this month’s update, I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy 
new year, and to thank you for the many wonderful conversations I’ve had with constituents on the 
doorsteps, in the community and in my many surgeries throughout 2025.  It's the privilege of my life 
to be your MP, and I'm here to work for you.  If you need help, please never hesitate to get in touch 
on claire.coutinho.mp@parliament.uk or 02072195972.

November offered us a chance to remember 
all those who gave their lives in service to our 
country.  I was honoured to join veterans, local 
volunteers, our emergency services, and Father 
Peter O’Connell in Godstone for a beautiful 
Remembrance Day service. 
Whilst living connection to the World Wars 
may be fading, it’s our duty to never forget the 
sacrifices our brave servicemen and women 
made so our nation could triumph in the face of 
tyranny.  We will always remember them.
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OOutwood utwood HHorticultural orticultural SSocietyociety
Outwood Horticultural Society Membership is open to all and new members are 
very welcome. Only £5 per year. Please contact us at outwoodhortsoc@gmail.
com to find out more about the benefits of membership.

Special event in 2026  - Tuesday 10th February 2026 7pm Lloyd Hall.
The Knepp Project and Brightleigh Farm: a collaboration.

We are delighted to announce that Penny Franklin of Brightleigh Farm together 
with a representative from the Knepp Project near Horsham will be giving us 
a comprehensive talk on regenerative farming, pasture for life, sustainability, 
restoration of soil microbes, encouraging insects and principles of farming without 
adding antibiotics or any other pollutants to the animals or the land.
Brightleigh Farm is the northern outpost of the Knepp project and together they 
are working to combat climate change by creating wildlife corridors and practising 
low-density farming.
It promises be a fascinating talk and we are so proud to encourage such an 
innovative project in the heart of our village!
There will be samples of Penny’s food to taste and opportunities to purchase her 
produce during the evening. We encourage you to attend so that you can learn 
more about the future of both sustainable farming and sensible food consumption!

This event will be free of charge but restricted to Hort Soc Members only. 
Join the Hort Soc to attend - only £5.
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alex    jones
Funeral Directors

Serving the community since 1996

LINGFIELD
1 East Grinstead

Surrey
RH7 6EP

Tel: 01342 832 534

OXTED
92 Station Road East

Surrey
RH8 0QA

Tel: 01883 730 383

FOREST ROW
1 Ashdown Court 

Lewes Road
East Sussex
RH18 5EZ

Tel: 01342 822 399

EDENBRIDGE
70 High Street

Kent
TN8 5AS

Tel: 01732 860 047

Alex Jones Funeral Directors Limited is an appointed representative of Golden Charter Limited trading as Golden 
Charter Funeral Plans which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN:965279).
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• OFFERING A CARING AND 
    PERSONAL SERVICE

• 24 HOURS A DAY, 365 DAYS OF 
    THE YEAR

• BEAUTIFUL CHAPELS OF REST

• HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

• MEMORIAL MASONRY

• PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

• AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
    OWNED BUSINESS
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East Sussex
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• OFFERING A CARING AND 
    PERSONAL SERVICE

• 24 HOURS A DAY, 365 DAYS OF 
    THE YEAR

• BEAUTIFUL CHAPELS OF REST

• HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

• MEMORIAL MASONRY

• PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

• AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
    OWNED BUSINESS

Phone: 01342 891835Phone: 01342 891835
www.belloutwood.co.ukwww.belloutwood.co.uk
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LLOYD HALLLLOYD HALL

www.lloydhall.orgwww.lloydhall.org

The  building offers attractive and modern 
facilities for many types of function.  

Wedding Receptions, Banquets, Private Parties 
and Dinners can be accommodated, as well as 

regular bookings by local groups and organisations. 
The Main Hall can seat over 100 while the two 

rooms of the Chilvers Suite are suitable for smaller 
meetings and clubs.

The Kitchen is well-equipped with 
commercial-quality fittings and fixtures.

All or part of the accommodation is 
available for hire at an hourly or daily rate.

For more information and to check availability 
contact the Booking Secretary:

enquiries@lloydhall.org

What's on at Lloyd Hall

Monday
10.00am		  Wood Carving	 b.monk031@btinternet.com

Tuesday
14.30pm		  W.I.			   carolinedurance@me.com
(1st Tuesday of month)

Wednesday
9.30am		  Yoga	 		  reigatemassageandyoga@gmail.com
11.00am		  Coffee Morning	 ukmikie@hotmail.com
13.30pm		  Yoga			   jdyson7@hotmail.com
18.00pm		  Dance Classes	 harmonydancing@hotmail.co.uk

Thursday
9.30am		  Pilates	 	 lmcfitness@icloud.com
15.00pm		  Dance Classes	 harmonydancing@hotmail.co.uk
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NOTE:  Please submit copy either as finished artwork (a PDF of the correct size) or, 
if using WORD, in the simplest form.  Please avoid using text boxes.  

OUTWOOD NEWS COPY DATESOUTWOOD NEWS COPY DATES
         ISSUE                         	        COPY DATE

We hold a Coffee Morning at Lloyd Hall 
every Wednesday from 11.00 to 12 noon

Everybody is very welcome to come along and make 
some new friends whilst enjoying real coffee 

and homemade cake
- only £3.50 coffee / £3.00 tea

Price includes cakes, savory bakes and refills.

 						      				  
February 2026				    23rd January		
March 					     20th February
April							      20th March

WANT TO ADVERTISE IN 
OUTWOOD NEWS?

This space is just £90 p.a.- only £9 per edition!
For more information and to check availability please contact 

John Mankelow:  01342 842764
or 

Anne Morle:  01342 843336
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“ I love  that I get 
plenty of time to 
sit and chat with 
Linda. We have 
loads in common 
and lots to talk 
about." 
Lily Graftt, CAREGiver

Each Home Instead franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead 2021

IIff  yyoouu’’rree  ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee,,  
ccaarriinngg aanndd kind,  
tthheenn 
Join an award-winning company doing  
amazing things to help seniors live well 
and comfortably at home.

#YouCanCare. 

01737 529793
lindsey.blake@homeinstead.co.uk 
homeinstead.co.uk/reigate

Join our team

LLOYD  HALL LLOYD  HALL 
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PAChandyman

serv ces

Tel: 01342 843348 | 07711 939370 | www.pac-handyman.co.uk
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PAC Handyman Services is 
your local solution to everyday
building, maintenance and 
installation projects within 
the home and garden. 

OUTWOOD NEWSOUTWOOD NEWS
COLOUR ADVERT NOW AVAILABLE!

This space is just £280 p.a. No price increase for 2025/6
- only £28 per edition!

For more information please contact 
John Mankelow:   
01342 842764

or 
Anne Morle:

01342 843336
anne.morle@outwood.org


